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Rotorua N.Z.D.A. Branch Calendar 
Ring coordinators for more information. 
Phone numbers listed on inner back page. 
 
 
 

Calendar of the Club’s regular monthly events:  
Committee Meeting                 Last Monday of each month 
Range Shoots*                        3rd Sunday of each month 
Socials                                    4th Wednesday of each month 
Party Hunts**                          4th Weekend of each month 
 

* Regular Club Hunting & Trophy Shoots. For extra range shoots and 300 metre shoots 
please refer to Yearly Range Calendar. 
**Some Party Hunts may be on different dates, see programme.  

 

Our programme for this month: 
 
Party Hunts   Hut upgrade coming up, email the edit or if interested 
                               
Socials Every 4 th Wednesday at the Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms.  
 
Range Shoot  Range itinerary for 2014 in this issue : 
    Contact Malcolm Perry.        
             

 
Cover Photo : Photo from Elwyn Green. Sambar from Manawatu.    
 
If you have a photograph that would be suitable for the cover please contact the 
Newsletter editor, Elvis Bowring on 021 066 7868 or nzdarotorua@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to:  Advocate Printing (248 Fenton Street, Rotorua (07 347 8822)) for printing our 
newsletter.  The best address for quality and affordable copying and document solutions!  
 
Advertising prices : If you would like to advertise in this publication, costs are as follows:  
Full page $150 (for 11 issues) 
Half page  $75 (for 11 issues) 
Single issue adverts can be arranged if required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER : As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not 
necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they conform to branch or national policy. 
The official publication of the NZDA is the ‘NZ Hunting and Wildlife’ 
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Presidents Report February 2015 
 

Hi All 
 

Well is been a while as we have had a Christmas break and now another year is 
upon us. 
 

So to recap from the last letter we had an awesome time at the Christmas shoot, 
well I did, it was a fun day well some may not thought so, taking it too seriously 
having to re-sight there .22 as they were shooting like shit, and even the pros 
were a tad off, missing poor harmless balloons tied up in a pond!!  Well enough 
said it was a good day and Dennis, with the Gillice boys did a great job.  We are 
lucky to have them in the club, so when to opportunity comes for the next 
Woodstock get your arse out there and have some fun and humiliation!!   
 

So what’s changed or new?  Well we have purchased a new mover for the range 
thanks to Malcom finding a good deal and thanks to Thompsons for giving us a 
good deal also.  After much procrastination we have purchased two twenty foot 
containers to be sited out on the range to store stuff and one will become our 
hut/smoko room per say for shooters out there. 
 

As you may have heard the Central North island Gun club (service rifle boys) are 
using our range normally the first Sat of the month, so if you would like to see or 
try there code rock out and have a go.  I’m sure they will be keen. But in Feb its 
weekend of 14th due to public hols but check the web site to be sure. 
 

I have been coping some heat over the lease, or lack of it but it is moving along I 
assure you have been in contact with CNI rep and the council it will happen.  
Also we are still waiting for the Black Powder to meeting to see if we can create 
two ranges on our site.  This will ease the problems of range crowding I hear 
about.   
 

So as for getting out I and son Mitch ventured out to Rogers in the hopes of him 
bagging a dear but no joy, so what about you lot any volunteers for the stoat run 
then? 
 

I have been approached by Dave Niven at DOC inquiring about a hut paint job in 
Feb /early March the hut will be the Moerangi so to all the hunt coarse people 
and  others see Elvis and then we will organize a weekend to suite DOC.  If it 
can’t be this period it will have to be later June /July due to high hut use late 
March period. 
 

I have yarned to a few guys shooting 300, so why not get along to a 300m shoot 
Malcom runs or come to 300 deer silhouette shoot so here hoping we get some 
more coming along. 
 

Well that’s my lot 
 

Cheers Colin 
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If you currently receive a postal copy of this newsletter and would like to 
receive an electronic (pdf) version instead, please drop me a line with 
your email address.   
 
Electronic copies are delivered faster, are cheaper to produce and are 
better for the environment.   
 
 
 
 

 

Wanted 
Stories for newsletter. 

Any interesting articles. 
Any photo’s of your hunting trips. 

Anything to buy or sell? 
Send to editor – nzdarotorua@gmail.com 

Or phone 021 066 7868 
 

 

 

 
   ROTORUA – TAUPO 
   www.hamillsonline.co.nz   
 

 

 

Hamills Rotorua 
1271 Fenton Street, Rotorua 

P: 07 348 3147 

F: 07 348 3146 
 
10% discount for NZDA Rotorua 
Members (conditions apply)  
 
Come in-store for awesome deals on your hunting and  fishing goods! 
 

www.hamillsonline.co.nz    Freephone 0800 270 222 
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Range Reports 
 

Rotorua Range Program 2015 as at December 2014. 
 

JANUARY; 
Saturday 17th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
 

FEBRUARY; 
Sunday 1st 300M target shoot. 
Saturday 14th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Saturday 15th Deer silhouette shoot*. 
 

MARCH; 
Sunday 1st 300M target shoot*. 
Saturday 7th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 15th .22 Metalic silhouette shoot*. 
Saturday 28th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
 

APRIL; 
Sunday 19th Deer silhouette shoot. 
 

MAY; 
Saturday 2nd and 3rd, 300m North Island Champs 
Saturday 9th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 10th D.A. 300M target shoot. 
Sunday 17th .22 Metalic silhouette shoot. 
 

JUNE; 
Saturday 6th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 7th 300M target shoot. 
Sunday 21st Deer silhouette shoot. 
 

JULY; 
Saturday 4th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 5th 300M target shoot. 
Sunday 19th .22 Metalic silhouette shoot. 
 

AUGUST; 
Saturday 1st C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 2nd 300M target shoot. 
Sunday 16th Deer silhouette shoot. 
 

SEPTEMBER; 
Saturday 5th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 6th 300M target shoot*. 
Sunday 20th .22 Metalic silhouette shoot. 
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OCTOBER; 
Saturday 3rd C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
Sunday 4th 300M target shoot*. 
Saturday 17th Central regional N.R.A. 3x40 Rimfire match. 
Sunday 18th Central regional 3x20 Centrefire match. 
 

NOVEMBER; 
Sunday 1st 300M Target shoot. 
Saturday 7th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot.  
Sunday 15th Deer silhouette shoot. 
 

DECEMBER; 
Saturday 5th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 
 

NOTES; 
As yet the date and nature of our Christmas and Junior shoot are yet to be sorted. 
*Denotes shoots I will not be available to range officer and I will arrange a stand in 
prior to the event. 
Malcolm, Contact 07 348 4473 or 027 625 9608. 

Range Report For N/L January 2015. 

There have been no club shoots on the range since our last meeting, but our annual Christmas shoot and 

SWAZI Junior shoot took place on Woodstock farm, very pleasing to see eight Juniors competing. All this 

was in our last newsletter. 

Saturday 17
th

 January saw the C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle members hold their first shoot for 2015, I am hoping 

someone will forward scores to Elvis for the newsletter. 

Over the holiday period a swarm of bees took up residence on the side of the shed by the water tank, not 

a very good location and as bees are in short supply I engaged a beekeeper to remove them. Most have 

been taken away but yet to see if we are free of them. 

COMING EVENTS: 

FEBRUARY; 

Sunday 1
st

, 300M shoot, Service rifle members welcome. 

Monday 9
th

 & Tuesday 10
th

 The police A.O.S. Squad have booked the range 

Saturday 14
th

, C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 

Sunday 15
th

, Deer Silhouette shoot, 300, 200, 100 and 50M 8 rounds ammo per run through. 

MARCH: 

Sunday 1
st

, 300M shoot. 

Saturday 7
th

 C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 

Sunday 15
th

 Rimfire Metalic Silhouette shoot. 
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Saturday28th C.N.I.G.C. Service rifle shoot. 

At some stage in next month or so there may be activity on the range by way of maintenance, 

development, that will not be easy to advise in advance, please show some patience you will likely be 

accommodated. 

This year I have made out the full years calendar for the regular shoots which will be on the website, but 

be aware other casual bookings will be notified on the web and in the newsletter also. 

Time to reload, 

Malcolm. 

 

Work on Range 
 

Report 19th January2015 
 

Rob Andrew Assistant Range Officer 
 

I was hoping to have all the range work finished before the new year, but my knee had other 
ideas.  At the moment I have renewed all the target boards and cleaned up around the berms, 
picking up loads of tins, plastic bottles and discarded bits of targets.  Holes are ready for the red 
painted posts on the 50 meter range after they were shot off.  All that is required is 2 small lengths 
of PVC pipe to be placed in the holes to take the posts.  On the 300meter range I intend to put up 
a frame to hang steel gongs from.  The gongs range in size from 100mm to 300mm in diameter.  
The frame is a steel pipe 3 to 4 meters long supported by 2 large wooden posts.  I have already 
acquired the posts and the steel pipe to make this.  
 

After talking to the Range Officer, Malcom Perry, I am getting ready to mark out areas on the 
concrete pad where the 50 meter shooting area is and the 100 and 200 area is.  This is intended 
to stop shooting across the range. 
 

We now have a new mower and to give it a good start I have arranged with Malcom that a tractor 
come on to the range to fill holes and flatten out the high spots and while on the range straighten 
out the front of the shooting stand so when the apron (shell catching area) goes down it will look 
better.  While on the range the area for the containers can be prepared and a good general clean 
up can be done.  I contacted Bill Rigney and when he can he will drop a couple of loads of top soil 
to fill the bigger holes so grass will grow.  The cost to the club for the use of the tractor will be the 
fuel and oil. 
 

I was asked by Malcom to assist the bee man to get rid of the hives in both huts.  By Monday or 
Tuesday the bees should be gone and repairs can be done to the huts. 
 

On Saturday I went out to the Range and took some trestle tables from home out so the Service 
Rifle People would not have to put their rifles on the ground.  Service Rifle Club would like to 
make a rifle rack to put along the back wall.  I had a look at what was required and where it would 
go.  The rack would not interfere with anything that we do and in fact I believe it would be handy 
for all using the range and I would be prepared to assist in building it. 
 

Some time ago Malcolm suggested that we limit the number of target frames.  The 50 meter has 3 
frames only placed between the RED markers. 
The 100 meter has 4 frames only placed between the RED markers. 
The 200 meters has 4 frames only placed between the RED markers. 
The 300 meter has 2 frames  only  placed between the RED markers. 
 

In the next couple of days I will drill the feet of the frames and peg them down to stop them 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 9 

blowing over. 
 

Rob 
 
 

Induction courses: 
Note: that you will need to have attended one of these courses in order to get the 
new range key.  All Induction Courses have to happen at the range.  These are 
being undertaken to ensure members are aware of the safety requirements of using 
the NZDA range and are a step towards the committee getting the range certified.  
These courses should only take around 30 minutes.  You only need to attend once 
this year. 
 

For further information, please call Dennis on 027 200 6489. 
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    ROTORUA 
 

New Summer catalogue out now!!! 

 
Rotorua Hunting and Fishing ,  
Trade Central, 1530 Amohau Street, Rotorua 3010, Ph 07 349 6303. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
NZDA ROTORUA WEBSITE IS ONLINE: 
 
CHECK OUT WWW.NZDAROTORUA.ORG.NZ 
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Watch out for wallaby  

If you’re dusting off your gun for a spot of spring  hunting, or looking for a 
chance to hone your skills, keep an eye out for dam a wallaby.  

A feral population of dama wallabies has been slowl y spreading in the 
forests around Lakes Ōkataina, Rotoiti, Tarawera and Rotom ā since 1912. 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council Land Management Offi cer Dale Williams says 
they’re a forest menace but they’re also often over looked as a hunting 
resource.   

“We need hunters to help us keep the population in check and contained 
within the current feral range. If you see a wallab y anywhere west of Rotorua, 
east of Kawerau or south of Rainbow Mountain, dead,  alive, or on a trail 
camera, please let us know by calling 0800 ST0P PES TS (0800 780 773).”  

“Their hind legs fit well in a slow cooker and they ’re a useful target for novice 
hunters to hone their skills on. In the bush they’l l often run then stop to 
check the danger, giving a hunter two or three chan ces to stalk in close and 
take a shot,” Mr Williams said.  

Dama wallaby are an unwanted pest because of the wa y that they graze. They 
can damage pine and eucalyptus seedlings and limit native forest 
regeneration. On farmland they compete with stock f or pasture.   

They’re grey-brown in colour with a paler grey unde rbelly, and stand up to 
half a metre tall. In areas of sand or soft soil, t he long narrow hind feet and 
tail of wallaby leave a characteristic track; the f ootprint of a wallaby is a 
three-pronged print with a large central toe extend ing further than the outer 
toes. Their faecal pellets are slightly larger than  a deer pellets and often tear-
drop in shape.  

If you shoot a female wallaby be sure to check the pouch for joeys and 
dispatch them humanely. Moving live wallabies is an  offence under the 
Biosecurity Act.   

“They’re also really nervous animals that get highl y stressed in captivity so 
keeping them as pets is not a good idea from an ani mal welfare perspective,” 
Mr Williams said.  

Find out more at www.boprc.govt.nz/pestanimals  
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Volunteers/NZDA Rotorua Projects Updates 
 

Hut upgrading 
DOC has asked for assistance with updating a hut in the in the Whirinaki Forest.  If 
you are interested, please let the editor know on nzdarotorua@gmail.com.  As 
normal, there will be ample opportunity to go out for a hunt.    
 
Stoat trap clearing 
 

DOC has asked for assistance with clearing stoat traps in the Whirinaki Forest.   
 
If you are interested in helping out by volunteering some time, please contact a 
committee member. 
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    6 Tarawera Road, Rotorua.  Phone 07 345 9333 
    http://www.outdoorsman.co.nz 
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NZDA NZ HEAD OFFICE NEWS  
 

NEWSLETTER to Branches 
 

23 December 2014 
 

Happy Christmas 
We want to wish you an extra special Christmas and New Year. Hopefully the weather 
picks up and we all can spend our break outdoors. As we look back in reflection we can 
say we are tired but happy with what has been achieved by National Office, and we have 
the branches to thank for helping us get here. Looking toward 2015 we have a full 
schedule already; but always welcome recommendations and improvements, to add to 
our goals and development projects. Have a great break and best of luck to those of you 
getting stuck into the first round of Huts & Tracks 
 

Outdoor Recreation Consortium Funding 
 

The first round attracted 16 applications. Of these 11 were approved and several others 
are still being worked on. In one case a collaborative project in association with FMC may 
result. 
 

Projects approved range from minor work on huts to significant rebuilds. With one 
exception all approved applications have been under $10,000. In each approved case 
there is a big contribution of volunteer time. 
 

At this stage a second round of applications has been called for with a closing date of 8 
February 2015. 
 

Game Animal Council Update 
 

GAC meetings have been held in Rotorua and Lincoln (Christchurch). These were open 
to the public and attended by representatives of NZDA branches, Pig hunters, Guides, 
etc. 
 

Work covered in the past several months has included- 
 

- Meeting the legislated deadline (15 December) of providing a report on AATH and 
recommendations to the Minister. 
Discussions with: 

• government departments to progress a regulatory framework for collecting trophy 
levies. 

• police over illegal hunting. 
• NZ Professional Hunting Guides to endorse their training and registration 
• Tuhoe and access to Te Urewera 
• DOC and poisoning operations. 

 

- Endorsement of HUNTS as an approved training program. 
- Website development 
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- Establish an office in Rotorua, engage a part time secretary, set up bank accounts and 
the administrative infrastructure to support the Council. 
 

Housekeeping 
 

Membership 2015/16 
 

We have entered the new membership year for one branch and our new stepped system 
of renewals seems to have worked well. This involves all members of a branch that have 
an email address being emailed their invoice around 6 weeks prior to the end of the 
financial year, then approximately four weeks prior to the end of the financial year all 
unpaid memberships are then invoiced via post. This new process is a response to 
recommendations made by members and also looks to save money on printing and 
postage for the organisation. 
 

Payments 
 

Payments/clearings have gone out to branches for November. Attached via email and 
post is your branches breakdown of payments. 
 

National Office 
 

Our office is shut from – 
 

12pm 23rd of Dec through to the 12th of January 
 

For urgent inquiries during this period please contact: 
National President: 
Bill O’Leary 
0274 305 008 
 

OR 
 

National Treasurer: 
Tony Allen 
027 221 3318 
 

What’s Happened This Month? 
 

- Consortium applications considered and applicants advised 
- GAC meeting at Lincoln 
- Scoped Rifle North Island Championships 
- New website development 
- Membership round started 
- HUNTS courses finished for the year 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

- 31 – 1 February Natex meeting 
- 7 February  Consortium Applications close 
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- 7 March  Hihitahi Challenge Waiouru 
- 26-28 June Conference in Wanaka 
 

Have a very happy Christmas and a prosperous new year from Sue and Molly in the 
National Office and all of the National Executive. We all look forward to seeing you in the 
New Year. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER to Branches 29 January 2015 
 

The year is not that new anymore but happy New Year none the less! The weather has 
been hot and dry, heading for the driest January on record, so rural fire warnings are up. 
Now that the holiday season is behind us but not its beautiful weather – we enter the 
meaty part of the year with National Office no exception. We have entered membership 
renewal and almost all centralised branches have been invoiced via email (paper invoices 
to follow for unpaid subs).  
 

This weekend we welcome NATEX to Wellington for the first meeting of 2015 which we 
are sure will set the positive and successful tone for the rest of the year. 
 

Outdoor Recreation Consortium Funding 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

The first round attracted 16 applications. Of these 11 were approved and several others 
are still being worked on. In one case a collaborative project in association with FMC may 
result. 
 

Projects approved range from minor work on huts to significant rebuilds. With one 
exception all approved  applications have been under $10,000. In each approved case 
there is a big contribution of volunteer time. 
 

At this stage a second round of applications has been called for with a closing date of 8 
February 2015. 
 

Housekeeping 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Membership 2015/16 
 

We have entered the new membership year for most branches and our stepped system of 
renewals seems to be a positive upgrade for us. This involves all members of a branch 
that have an email address being emailed their invoice around 6 weeks prior to the end of 
the financial year, then approximately four weeks prior to the end of the financial year all 
unpaid memberships are then invoiced via post. This new process is a response to 
recommendations made by members and also looks to save money on printing and 
postage for the organisation.  
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We have had good feedback via email from members and they seem more forthcoming 
with updating details. In fact we are capturing members who haven’t been reached for a 
few years when their address changed and they didn’t update their address details. All 
good stuff and great to get money coming in for branches earlier than last year. 
 

Payments 
 

Payments/clearings have gone out to branches for December. Attached via email and 
post is your branches breakdown of payments. 
 

National Office 
 

You will have received the latest Hunting and Wildlife magazine in the last week or so and 
will have noticed it was packaged differently. This has been on the cards for some time 
but this has been a good way to tidy up our database and get the magazine out faster.  
 

More coming soon from National Office ... Watch this space! 
 

What’s Happened This Month? 
 

- 15 December Second round of Consortium applications advertised 
 

- 24-25 January Benchrest North Island Shooting Championships 
 

- New website development 
 

- Membership round started 
 

Upcoming dates 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
- 31 – 1 February Natex meeting 
 

- 7 February Consortium Applications close 
 

- 7 March Hihitahi Challenge Waiouru 
 

- 26-28 June Conference in Wanaka 
 

Sue and Molly 
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In the news 
 

1080 BLAMED FOR DEATH OF RARE BIRDS – 3 NEWS (19 JANUARY 2015)  
 

An aerial drop of 1080 poison could have killed a flock of endangered birds in a 
South Island national park, says NZ First. 
 

None of the 26 rock wren monitored by Department of Conservation in the 
Kahurangi National Park have been seen since the aerial drops began in 
September as part of a $10 million operation across the country. 
 

NZ First's outdoor recreation spokesman Richard Prosser says 1080 appears to be 
killing the birds it's meant to be protecting. 
 

He's calling for an immediate moratorium on the poison which is used to kill 
possums, rats, stoats and other animals that threaten our native birds. 
 

"I absolutely agree we need to eliminate predators of our native wildlife, but not at 
the expense of them," he said. 
 

"It's not like the missing wrens have gone away on a summer holiday." 
 

DOC's Mike Slater said no corpses had been found so it's too early to know what 
happened to the wrens. 
 

"Its not clear whether we have lost birds to heavy snow that fell in the area after the 
operation, 1080 or predator attack." 
 

Attempts to determine the rock wren population failed and the total population of the 
high country bird is unknown. 
 

The species is considered nationally endangered meaning it has a high risk of 
extinction in the wild. 
 

Three kea that had been radio-tagged in the area died from 1080 poisoning, Mr 
Slater said. 
 

NZN 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY HELPS IN FIGHT AGAINST PESTS BY ADRIEN TAYLOR – 3 NEWS (02 

JANUARY 2015) 
 

A New Zealand inventor hopes to add drones to the fight against pests. 
 

He won $25,000 to help turn his dream into reality and a trial of his Trap Minder 
system is taking place on Great Barrier Island this summer. 
 

Scott Sambell and his dog Millie are finding that keeping Glenfern Sanctuary pest-
free can be hard work. 
 

The 240 hectare peninsula is cordoned off by a pest-proof fence to protect native 
wildlife, but that doesn't stop a handful of unwanted predators making their way in 
every year. 
 

"We've got over 1000 monitoring stations on here which you try and get to at least 
once a month," says Mr Sambell, who manages the sanctuary. 
 

That means if a predator is detected, it could have up to a month's headstart to get 
away from Mr Sambell's team. 
 

"The whole point of this is that we just don't know what is going out there, and it's 
crazy that with all this technology that we've got, why can't we know these things?" 
 

Mr Sambell vented his frustration to inventor Gian Badraun, who's come up with the 
Trap Minder, a monitoring system that sends instant alerts by email, text, a 
computer program or smartphone app the instant a pest is detected. 
 

That means biosecurity workers can act immediately to eradicate the pest, but soon 
they may not even need to move a muscle. 
 

Eventually the Trap Minder system will communicate directly with a drone which 
could be set to automatically fly to the GPS coordinates of the incursion. 
 

For now, the drone is piloted by a person, and it's armed with deadly artillery. 
 

"As soon as we have that detection we can act on it by loading a bait station on the 
drone and sending the drone to those GPS coordinates to drop the bait station – 
and hopefully by then the rat is still there," says Mr Badraun. 
 

Mr Badraun won $25,000 at the inaugural Conservation Innovation Awards run by 
WWF for his invention. 
 

Mr Sambell is trialling 20 Trap Minders over the summer at Glenfern Sanctuary, and 
he says the system's potential is huge for the rest of the country's reserves - 
especially uninhabited pest-free islands. 
 

"Imagine if you had a drone sitting out there on that island. Someone in Auckland's 
sitting there, they get a message on their mobile phone that says 'You've just got an 
incursion on this uninhabited pest-free island, the drone is taking off and it's about to 
drop bait out there.' That is going to save a hell of a lot of time and money and 
headaches," says Mr Sambell. 
 

And that's time Mr Sambell says will better spent on other vital time-consuming jobs 
like planting trees. 
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3 News 
 
 

DOC 1080 CAMPAIGN DROPS 825 TONNES BY SARAH-JANE O’CONNOR – STUFF.CO.NZ 

(02 JANUARY 2015)  
 

An estimated $10 million and more than 800 tonnes of toxic bait has gone into New 
Zealand's biggest pest control project. 
 

The Department of Conservation (DOC) said its Battle for Our Birds campaign had 
successfully knocked down predator numbers across key areas. 
 

In January, Conservation Minister Dr Nick Smith announced the campaign in 
response to expected heavy seedfall from native beech trees, especially in the 
South Island. 
 

The abundance of food was predicted to drive up mice and rat populations, which in 
turn would boost stoat numbers. 
 

At the time, Smith estimated that the programme would cost about $21m over five 
years, out of DOC's $335m annual budget. 
 

Since August, DOC has treated about 550,000 hectares of conservation land with 
aerial 1080 across 25 operations. Two more operations - Makarora in Otago and the 
Poulter/Hurunui valleys in Canterbury - are scheduled for early 2015. 
 

Project director Mike Slater said the "war was far from won" since rats and stoats 
would inevitably re-invade over time. 
 

"But these operations will give some of our most vulnerable birds a precious window 
to raise their young this summer." 
 

In some operation areas rat numbers had dropped to almost undetectable levels 
after poison drops. 
 

Slater said some native birds had been lost through the operations. Of 43 kea radio-
tracked in Kahurangi and South Westland, three had died from 1080 poisoning. 
 

Kea nest in natural cavities on the ground which makes them vulnerable to 
predation during breeding seasons. Slater said while it was unfortunate to lose any 
birds, "without protection most kea chicks are killed by stoats". 
 

"So the population gains from one good breeding season more than offset the 
losses of individual birds." 
 

In Kahurangi National Park, 25 rock wren were being monitored but DOC staff had 
been unable to locate the small alpine birds. 
 

Slater said no dead rock wrens had been found so more work was required to find 
out what had happened. 
 

"It's not clear whether we have lost birds to heavy snow that fell in the area after the 
operation, 1080 or predator attack." 
 

The area treated with aerial 1080 in DOC's Battle for our Birds alone was greater 
than all aerial 1080 use the previous year. 
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In December, the Environmental Protection Authority released its annual report on 
the aerial use of 1080. For the 2013 calendar year, aerial 1080 operations covered 
448,210 hectares, the majority of which (298,397 ha) was treated by TBfree New 
Zealand. 
 

- The Press 
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Club Contacts   
Postal address:  PO Box 857, Rotorua 
Email:    nzdarotorua@gmail.com  web: www.nzdarotorua.org.nz  
 

Patron   Des Jenkins 
Honorary Solicitor  Barry Rodgers    
Life Members  Des Jenkins 

Rod Houghton  Ph 332 2577 
Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
Owen Rumble    
Gary Winslade 
Dennis Price   Ph 348 4343 

Honorary Member  Ross Burton 
Investment Trustees Cliff Graham 
    Rod Houghton 
    Ralph Price 
    

Branch Executive 
President   Colin Petersen  Ph 343 9481 
Vice President   Dennis Price   Ph 348 4343 
Treasurer   Mark Slade   Ph 349 5360/027 498 8911 
Secretary   Elvis Bowring  Ph 350 3230/021 066 7868 
Hunts Convenor  Cliff Graham   Ph 362 8883 

Murray Robson  Ph 345 5160 
 

Committee Members 
Range   Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
Socials    Scott Russell  Ph 343 9383 
Search and Rescue Cliff Graham   Ph 362 8883 
Webmaster   Ralph Price   Ph 357 2786 
Tines Editor                 Elvis/Scott   Ph 350 3230/343 9383 
    Neil Fawcett   Ph 350 2233 
    Lance Price   Ph 333 1625 

Geoff Moree   Ph 348 8632 
Graham Allen  Ph 332 2037  
Roger Wootton  Ph 021 232 1433 
David Ester 
 

Library  Peter Graham  Ph 333 1838 
 

Range Keys 
Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range must be a 
CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER of the Branch and must obtain a key from Hunting and Fishing, 
Hamills, Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters.  Your membership card must be produced at the 
time of key purchase.  Keys may not be lent or passed on to other persons, whether they are 
members or not.  Non-Members can only enter the Range if accompanied by a current Financial 
Member. Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the committee.  
 

Membership Costs (Rotorua Branch) 
Senior = $100 (full benefits at local and national branch level) 
Associate = $70 (Unable to vote or enter national competitions. Does not receive H&W) 
Junior = $25 (Must be less than 18 years of age as at March 1st 2011.  Full benefits apart from voting rights.) 
Student = $40 (Must be attending a tertiary institute or undergoing an apprenticeship.  Proof must be provided.) 
Superannuant = $50 (Over 65 as at March 1st 2011. Full benefits) 

Family = $5 (Children or grandchildren), $10 partner or spouse. 



 
 

   
Sender: Rotorua Branch NZDA

PO Box 857
ROTORUA


