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Wellington 6141

Dear Sir/Madam

Southern Rimutaka Aerial Project

I wish to provide you an update regarding the Southern Rimutaka aerial and ground possum control
operation.

This operation is being undertaken on behalf of TBfree New Zealand, by BioWorks, which are part
of the Greater Wellington Regional Council.

The operational area is located south of Wainuiomata in the Rimutaka Ranges and in the East
Harbour Regional Park near Eastbourne. Access to the treatment areas can also be obtained via the
Department of Conservation, Catchpool entrance from Coast Road, the Rimutaka Rail Trail and
from Western Lake at Corner Creek.

Control methods for this operation include:-

. 1080 baits, applied by helicopter or hand laid.

. Feratox cyanide, in paper bag bait stations stapled to trees.

o Brodifacoum baits, applied in bait stations.

. Traps will be used in sensitive areas where the use of toxins would be inappropriate.

The operation is being undertaken in two parts as listed below, however actual application dates are
weather dependant.

. Part 1: Undertake control methods within East Harbour Regional Park and surrounding
properties West of Coast Road, Wainuiomata.

o The aerial 1080 baiting for this area was completed 15 May. We have since had
sufficient rainfall to render the baits non-toxic, however possum carcases still exist
and are hazardous to dogs. I advise good dog control is maintained to prevent dogs
scavenging on possum carcases.

o Ground control with the use of traps, brodifacoum and feratox cyanide in non-
aerial treatment areas is currently underway and should be completed early to mid-
July.

The Wellington Regional Council promotes Quality for Life by ensuring our environment is protected while meeting the aconomic, cultural and social needs of the community
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